
“Building America’s Heroes” 

Volunteer Options around the Valley  

HandsOn Greater Phoenix 

Youth can read to children at a shelter, maintain the Japanese Friendship Garden or help puppies get 

fresh air and exercise at Maricopa County Animal Care and Control. At the website, click Find an 

Opportunity and Opportunity Calendar to browse dates, activities and age requirements. Register online 

to save searches that match your family’s interests. Completing a new volunteer orientation online or in 

person is required before participating. Age 16 or older can volunteer on their own. 

Details: 602-973-2212, handsonphoenix.org. 

Tempe Municipal Volunteer Program 

Students enrolled in grades 6-12 can volunteer in Tempe. Assignments may include opportunities at the 

Tempe Public Library as a shelving assistant, working special events or with youth at holiday themed 

activities, as a junior lifeguard or assisting those with special needs. Completing an application and 

interview is required, and students will receive on-the-job training. One-time or ongoing activities also 

are available to complete school assignments requiring community service. 

Details: 3500 S. Rural Road. Free. 480-350-5190, tempe.gov/volunteer. 

Families Giving Back 

Families Giving Back partners with Valley nonprofits to host volunteer events for families with kids of 

any age. Weekend events are approximately one hour and involve rewarding hands-on activities such as 

assembling heat relief kits for St. Vincent de Paul, putting together art project bags for Phoenix 

Children’s Hospital patients, and cleaning up parks with Keep Phoenix Beautiful. Great at-home projects 

families can do anytime also are available. A liability waiver is required for event participation. 

Details: 602-421-7909, familiesgivingback.org. 

Arizona Helping Hands, Inc. 

This organization supplies beds, clothing, diapers and other essential needs to more than 19,000 foster 

kids in Arizona. Sign up as a family and work alongside your kids age 7 or older to decorate birthday bags 

for children in foster care, as part of the birthday dreams program. Families are encouraged to donate a 

new toy or book. Other opportunities may include sorting and folding donated clothing or assisting with 

the annual holiday toy drive, depending on the age of the young volunteer. 

Details: 7850 E. Gelding Drive, Scottsdale. 480-889-0604, azhelpinghands.org/volunteer. 
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Arizona Humane Society 

Teens at least age 16 can volunteer for a variety of roles, including administrative support, animal 

adoption and socialization, working at Petique offsite retail and adoption locations, at thrift stores, in 

the kitten nursery and for special events and projects. Telling Tails Story Time, held one Saturday a 

month, lets children age 6 or older read to a furry friend while the animal waits to be 

adopted. Attending a volunteer orientation and training session is required, as is committing to 

volunteer at least eight hours a month for at least eight months. 

Details: 602-997-7585, ext. 1040, azhumane.org/volunteer. 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Hearts and Hands Days let kids of all ages and their parents create greeting cards, dining-room 

centerpieces and hygiene packs and work in the food warehouse. Volunteers 9 or older can serve meals 

in the Family Dining Room. Young volunteers ages 14-17 have additional options to choose from such as 

bike repair, tutoring, working at a thrift store or community garden, or learning how to make handmade 

pizza. 

Details: 602-261-6886, stvincentdepaul.net/volunteer. 

Valley of the Sun United Way 

Families can help assemble weekend hunger backpacks containing seven meals and snacks for kids who 

rely on schools for two out of their three meals Mondays-Fridays. Kids must be at least age 5 to 

participate, and adult supervision is required. Families with kids older than 13 can help assemble school 

readiness kits for children ages 3 to 5. Encouragement cards or United Way Book-In-A-Bag creations for 

elementary school-age students in need also can be created and dropped off at the VSUW office. 

Details: 3200 E. Camelback Road, Suite 375, Phoenix. 602-631-4800, vsuw.org/volunteer. 

Keep America Beautiful 

Parents may recall iconic commercials of the ’70s and learning the words “Pollution hurts all of us.” 

More than three decades later being environmentally conscious is a concept more important than ever 

for children to learn. Keep Arizona Beautiful and Keep Phoenix Beautiful are affiliates that offer such 

volunteer events as graffiti removal, litter cleanup and community-improvement projects. Garbage bags 

and supplemental supplies can be provided for kids looking to organize a group to clean up a park or an 

abandoned lot. Parents will need to accompany children younger than 18. 

Details: 602-651-1227, kazb.org/events; 602-262-4820, kpbvolunteers.org. 

United Food Bank 

Families can pack dry goods, sort food and build emergency boxes of food. Volunteers are always in 

need, but must be at least age 12, except on monthly Family Nights when kids can be as young as 8. An 

adult must participate with youth ages 12-15; ages 16-17 can volunteer on their own. An application and 

registration must be completed in advance. 

Details: 358 E. Javelina Ave., Mesa. 480-398-4470, unitedfoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer. 
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“Building America’s Heroes” 

Child Crisis Arizona 

Younger kids can help put together caring kits from school starters and birthday boxes to family-support 

baskets and good-night bags. To provide care for children at one of three Mesa facilities, volunteers 

must be at least 16 (22 in some cases) and are asked to make a one-year commitment and work one 

shift per week. The process involves completing an application and attending an orientation, in-person 

interview and training. A new requirement as of July 1 requires that volunteers also obtain a Level 1 

Fingerprint Clearance Card ($67). 

Details: Orientations are held at the Child Crisis Arizona, 604 W. Ninth St., Mesa. 480-969-

2308, childcrisisaz.org/how-to-help/volunteer. 

ICAN 

ICAN is an East Valley after-school program that relies heavily on volunteers, including youth who are at 

least 15. Teens may assist kids with homework or in the computer lab, with arts and crafts, sports and 

recreation, and during special events. An application, interview and orientation are required. Volunteer 

opportunities are available for age 10 or older to volunteer with an adult. 

Details: 650 E. Morelos St., Chandler. 480-821-4207, icanaz.org/volunteer. 

St. Mary’s Food Bank 

Did you know one hour of volunteer service can provide 100 meals to those in need? Imagine what 

donating a few hours of time could mean when a family, group or scout troop join efforts for an 

afternoon to pack, sort or distribute emergency food boxes at locations in Phoenix or Surprise. Children 

ages 12-13 must be accompanied by an adult, but teens 14-17 can volunteer on their own. Exceptions 

for ages 8-11 can be made for groups. A waiver must be completed in advance. 

Details: 602-343-3134, volunteer.firstfoodbank.org. 

Hospice of the Valley 

hov.org 

High school students in the HOV Teen Volunteer Program visit patients for two hours each week and 

brighten their days with conversation, reading, playing games, listening to music or sharing other 

activities of mutual interest. Participants must make a 12-month commitment to volunteering two hours 

per week (weekdays after school or weekends) and must complete 18 hours of orientation. 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

phoenixchildrens.org 

Teens ages 13 to 17 can participate in one of two half-day projects—designed to be fun—while helping 

children in the hospital. Teens ages 16 and older are eligible for Phoenix Children’s In-Hospital Volunteer 

Program year-round. 

 

 

 

http://childcrisisaz.org/how-to-help/volunteer
http://icanaz.org/volunteer
http://volunteer.firstfoodbank.org/
http://hov.org/
http://phoenixchildrens.org/


“Building America’s Heroes” 

Phoenix Public Library 

phoenixpubliclibrary.org 

The library accepts volunteers ages 12 to 17 year-round. A special eight-week program runs during the 

library’s annual Summer Reading Program. Volunteers register participants, explain the program, 

prepare crafts, assist with drop-in programming, set up and clean up for story time, straighten shelves, 

alphabetize and shelve materials and help staff as needed. All volunteers must attend an orientation and 

training session at the beginning of the summer. 

Phoenix Zoo 

phoenixzoo.org 

The Zoo Teens program recruits students ages 14 to 17 (as of Sept. 1 of the application year) who are 

interested in animals, nature and conservation. Volunteers speak with guests at interpretive stations, 

provide mentoring and educational opportunities to Camp Zoo participants and are eligible to work with 

and learn from professional animal keepers. Applications (with two written recommendations) are 

accepted through May 31. The program runs September through May. 

Maricopa Animal Control and Care (Mesa and Phoenix) 

Details: Mesa and Phoenix (602) – 506 – 7387  

https://www.maricopa.gov/148/Animal-Care-Control-Home 

Scholars are invited to volunteer at either shelter where they can have a buddy for the day! Scholars will 

learn to care for animals while they are looking for their forever home! Some of our scholars already 

volunteer at the Phoenix location and have nothing but amazing experiences to share!  

Just Serve  

Details: https://www.justserve.org/ 

Just serve is a website that can direct you to a list of volunteer opportunities in your area! There are 

many in Phoenix and even several in Laveen!  
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“Building America’s Heroes” 

Volunteer Options in Laveen  

Laveen Elementary  

On Fridays scholars can tutor younger students at Laveen Elementary.  

Details: 602-237-9100 ext 3110 – David Madsen  

 

Cheatham Elementary  

On Friday’s scholars can tutor younger students at Cheatham Elementary.  

Details: 480-262-8137 – Mrs. Littlejohn  

 

Keep Laveen Beautiful  

https://www.handsonphoenix.org/opportunity/a0C1J00000G59yf 

https://www.facebook.com/KeepLaveenBeautiful/ 

Sept 15th – clean up 51st Ave between baseline and Dobbins Rd  

 

Heritage Academy Laveen  

Date Type of Work 

# of 

Scholars 

Time 

Commitment 

Start 

Time Travel?  Full Contact 

9-20 

Setting up chairs for 

Constitution Night 10 1/2 hour 

4:30 

PM No 
 

Ms. Ford 

 

Taking down chairs for 

Constitution Night 10 1/2 hour 

7:00 

PM No 
 

Ms. Ford 

 

Setting up chairs for Orchestra 

on Constitution Night 10 1/2 hour 

4:30 

PM No 
 

Mrs. 

Denny 

 

Setting up risers for Choir on 

Constitution Night 5 1/2 hour 

4:30 

PM No 
 

Ms. 

Stoffer 

 

Moving sound equipment for 

Constitution Night 0 3 hours 

4:30 

PM No 
 

Mr. 

Leybas 

 

Taking down chairs for 

Orchestra on Constitution Night 10 1/2 hour 

7:00 

PM No 
 

Mrs. 

Denny 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.handsonphoenix.org%2Fopportunity%2Fa0C1J00000G59yf&h=AT36O6lJ8Oj-A94buekys-w40Pyh78IjmNE8QnT6jTrMEOJfkGqlRYa_lB4mBu8USyUsY3DReHpnV8oJC9ncnYQhi-6rKcdNqgN1SudMcXRAPLWvxhCO1-0tMA4aYScUwq7_Z3rH5GgwwJYy0LrtPZf5ClFexy9f4LboNczgc2WAKIQLek-wXKfeUW8mgAzSVWUzYzyNcDE-kt9NjYgrBDsx_WMR4hlc5Fib7TOgn7_Rwk6K4j3NeEDQ2m9CT1Ik9YEU5X8dIBVF62YPgEE6zzptgroVBHPht7ixki2NWIKT4ilqR5l2aWN3SJy2GLVC3Na43OoYIpAZmjoN3iJcCGv9f6ObaRQKMVUD5rEu91Huv1Tm
https://www.facebook.com/KeepLaveenBeautiful/
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Taking down risers for Choir on 

Constitution Night 5 1/2 hour 

7:00 

PM No 
 

Ms. 

Stoffer 

        

12-20 

Basketball Score Keeper - Kroc 

Center GIRLS 1 1 hour  

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Board - Kroc 

Center GIRLS 1 1 hour  

5:30 

PM yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - Kroc 

Center  1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes  
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Board - Kroc 

Center  1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

        

1-11 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Trivium Prep JV 1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Trivium 

Prep JV  1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Trivium Prep GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Trivium 

Prep GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Trivium Prep V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Trivium 

Prep V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

        

January 

25 Basketball Score Keeper - ALA JV 1 1 hour 

4:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

1-25 Basketball Scoreboard - ALA JV  1 1 hour 

4:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - ALA 

GIRLS 1 1 hour 

6:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 



“Building America’s Heroes” 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - ALA 

GIRLS 1 1 hour 

6:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 
Basketball Score Keeper - ALA V 1 1 hour 

7:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 
Basketball Scoreboard - ALA V 1 1 hour 

7:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

        

1-30 

Basketball Score Keeper - Veritas 

Prep JV 1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Veritas 

Prep JV  1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - Veritas 

Prep GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Veritas 

Prep GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - Veritas 

Prep V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Veritas 

Prep V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

        

1-31 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Tonopah JV 1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - 

Tonopah JV  1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Tonopah GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - 

Tonopah GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - 

Tonopah V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 
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Basketball Scoreboard - 

Tonopah V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

        

2-7 

Basketball Score Keeper - Parker 

JV 1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Parker 

JV  1 1 hour 

4:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - Parker 

GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Scoreboard - Parker 

GIRLS 1 1 hour 

5:30 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

Basketball Score Keeper - Parker 

V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 
Basketball Scoreboard - Parker V 1 1 hour 

7:00 

PM Yes 
 

Mr. Katz 

 

 

 

 

 


